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Fig 1 W est Pacificmarginal seasw ith marginal basins(black area)

(M arginal basinsw ithout clear geographic expression are not show n)
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cig 2 Schematic profiles of Fig 3 Diagran show ing themeasurement
three typesof marginal seas of morphological feature of amarginal

(a) Shallow bank type, (b)Open basin type, sea (an exanple of the South China Sea)
(c) Semi-enclosed basin type A —surface area, P—passage length
B —Basin depth, S—Sill depth (P= P1+ P2+ P3t+ P4+ Ps+ Pg)
1
Table 1 Topogrgphic data of eight marginal seas in the north of theW est Pacific
. A P/A % cA

B (m)” S(m)” s (10%m?) " | P (10°%m) [(10° 'm~ H|(10¥m?3) " [ c (105m?) |(100 m~ %)

4049 130 0.03 0.978 1.37 1.40 1.713 0.09 0.05

5 377 2 600 0.48 3.500 9.49 2.71 4.242 4.92 1.16

3374 2 000 0.59 1. 590 4.55 2.86 1. 365 1.84 1.35

5 580 420 0.08 0.348 5.28 15.16 0.553 0.88 1.59

6 200 1 400 0.23 0.435 6. 48 14. 89 1. 586 4.54 2.86

7 440 3130 0.42 0. 695 10. 93 15.72 2.129 7.30 3.43

b 2719 | > 2000 0.74 1.228 9.81 7.99 0.303 3.21 10. 60

1720 1720 1.00 0. 480 11.75 24. 48 0.022 4.16 188.95

(1995)
(1984)
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Fig 4 Diagran show ing themeasuranent of three-dimensional
features of amarginal sea(an example of the South China Sea)

V —basin volume, C—area of connecting section (in black Only theBashi Strait is

shown, all the other passages are too shallow to be visible in the diagram)
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Fig 5 Quantitative comparison of the 1 600m )
morphological featuresof eight marginal
seas in the north of theW est Pacific ,
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