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Table 3 An attempt to compare main Quaternary Fauna to deep sea oxygen isotopic stages
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Abstract

Rapid progresses have been made in stratigraphy during past decades with the new
idea of multiple subdivision in theoretical stratigraphy itself and with the development
of new fechniques and by them being used in stratigraphic studies. Several new
branches, such as magnetostratigraphy, pedostratigraphy, climatostratigraphy and stable
isotope stratigraphy frequently appeared in the literature. These new branches are with
special importance in the high resolution paleoclimatic research during the Quaternary.

Most of the authors of this paper are thinking of a new way to subdivide and to
correlate the stratigraphic sequences in their studies dealing with different kinds of
Quaternary deposits in China. With the first successtul attempt of the correlation of
the Luochuan loess—paleosol sequence with deep sea sediments by Liu and Heller in
early 80" s, several of us thereafter tried more or less to correlate our sequences to
the marine isotope stages (MIS). The preliminary results of our practice stimulated us
to perform a stratigraphical table of Quaternary deposits in China based mainly on the
correlation with MIS.

An attempt is made with the purpose of “throw out a minnow to catch a whale”.
We only tried to do it and did not expect the satisfactory at this moment. It seems
we still have a long way to perform this table. We hope all Quaternary scientists in
China will concern this stratigraphical table and gradually make it more perfect and

therefore more useful.

Key words Quaternary strata, isotopic stratigraphy, stratigraphic table



