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MICROPALEONTOLOGIC CHAFRACTERISTICS OF
RELICT SEDIMENTS OF THE EAST CHINA SEA

wang pickian, Min Qiubao, Bian Yunhua
(Tongji university)

&

and zhang Jijun
(Second Institute of oceanography ,National Bureau o f Oceanography)

ABSTRAGT

Up to now, in literature, the paleontologic characteristics of relict
sediments concern mainly macrofossils,Micropaleontolegic analysis of relict
sediments in the East China Sea has revealed some distinctive
features in their associated microfossils : 1, unusual state of preservation,
2.low content of tests ,and 3, environmental conditions reflected by
the faunal assemblage is different from those of the modern
environment, According to microfauna, five types of {formation
of relict sediments may be recognized :1, brackish —water nearshor
area,2,shell beach,3, estuaries, 4, littoral marsh, and 5,continental
environments,

As shown by the analysis of thé East China Sea’s core samples,
remnant microfossils in relict sediments are mixed with recent tests and
the number of recent tests is gradually decreasing downward in cores,
It has provided a new evidence for the dynamic nature of the relict
sediments and indicated that all the relict sedimnts in the East
China sea have undergone modifications in varying degrees in response
to the present environments, Two directions of modification have led
to two types of sediments : removal of fine grains resulted in “relict”
sediments, introduction of material from outside resulted in “palimpsest”
ediments, Using the micropaleontologic criterla, the relict, palimpssest
and modern sediments may be differentiated,



