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Earth Science: A Review and Prospect at the Turn of the Century
CAS Divison of Geology
(CAS, 100864 Beijing)

Earth sciences made unprecedented progress in the 20th century and will develop further at an
accelerating pace in the future. This paper briefly reviews the most important achievements cornr
tributed by severd generations of Earth scientistsin the world during the past century. Emphaszng
the great sgnificance of the study of the Earth system as a whole and of interactions of its al parts,
research opportunities in the next decades are tentatively outlined and research priorities of interdis
ciplinary and Earth - system aspects are proposed. Fnadly , some recommendations for research inr

plementation to both scientists and policy - makers are dso made.



